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Scope of Action 1.1

*Summarizes regional/national and EU strategic and policy 

documents supporting both rail use and interventions towards 

passengers intermodal transport. 

*Aims to summarize the guidelines of the main political/strategic 

documents in intermodal and rail promotion.

*Structure follows the rationale of 3 level approach;

* Level 1 - Transnational

* Level 2 - National

* Level 3 - Regional



Overview of Strategies



Level 1

Strategic and policy documents 

ôMacro-regional strategyõ: an integrated framework endorsed by the 
European council, to address common challenges faced by a defined 
geographical area relating to member states and third countries

Four EU macro-regional strategies, covering several policies, have been 
adopted so far: 

* The EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (2009) 

* The EU Strategy for the Danube Region (2010) 

* The EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region (2014) 

* The EU Strategy for the Alpine Region (2015)

The four macro-regional strategies concern 19 EU member-states and 8 
non-EU countries. 



EU Strategy for the Adriatic and 

Ionian Region



Communication from European Commission on June 17th, 2014 (COM 

(2014) 357 final)

* Sets outs the needs and potential for smart, sustainable and 

inclusive growth .

* Provides a framework for a coherent macro -regional strategy and 

Action Plan, to address those challenges and opportunities, 

through cooperation between the participating countries. 

* An innovative concept concerning territorial development when 

dealing with the challenges and opportunities of a specific 

geographical area.

* It is built on four thematic pillars and each pillar consists of topics, 

which represent the main areas where the macro -regional strategy 

can contribute to considerable improvements. 

EU Strategy for the Adriatic and 

Ionian Region



Reference to intermodal transportation:

* ADRION Region has significant infrastructure deficits

* Western Balkan road and rail network needs urgent rehabilitation

* Maritime traffic congestion is increasing, while surveillance and 

coordination capacity needs upgrading

* Multi -modal transport is little developed

Examples of targets by 2020 could include: 

* 50% increase in off-season tourist arrivals; 

* 5 new macro-regional tourist routes created; 

* Double the current Adriatic -Ionian market share of container 

traffic, while limiting environmental impacts; 

* Reduce the time at regional border crossings by 50 %. 

EU Strategy for the Adriatic and 

Ionian Region



EU Policies and 

Strategies in force

EU 2020 Strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth

* Growth strategy in response to the economic crisis and global 

challenges

* Set five quantified targets and seven flagship initiatives

òResource efficient Europeó

* Decouple economic growth from the use of resources

* Support the shift towards low carbon economy

* Increase the use of renewable energy sources

* Modernize the transport sector

* Promote energy efficiency.



Reference to intermodal transportation

* EU level

Accelerate the implementation of strategic projects to address critical 

bottlenecks (i.e. cross border sections and inter modal nodes (cities, 

ports, logistic platforms).

* National level

Member States to develop smart, upgraded and fully interconnected

transport and energy infrastructures and make full use of ICT.

The framework will address all elements of the increasingly 

international value chain from access to raw materials to after -

sales service. 

EU Policies and 

Strategies in force



Referring to transport related issues, actions to be taken at 

EU level include:

* Mobilization of EU financial instruments as part of a consistent 

funding strategy, 

* Presentation of proposals for modernization and decarbonisation of 

the transport sector towards increased competitiveness, that 

indicatively could include electrical mobility, better logistics etc.

* Acceleration of implementation of strategic projects with EU 

importance to address critical bottlenecks, in particular cross border 

sections and intermodal nodes (cities, ports, logistic platforms), in 

non-EU regions included. 

EU Policies and 

Strategies in force



Trans-European Transport 

Networks Regulation

*Establishes guidelines for the development of a trans -European 

transport network comprising a dual -layer structure, consisting 

of the comprehensive network and of the core network.

*TENs support the functions of the internal market , linking 

European regions and connecting Europe with other parts of 

the world.

*The ultimate aim of the TENs is to interconnect national 

infrastructure networks and ensure their interoperability, 

setting standards for the removal of technical barriers. 



Trans-European Transport 

Networks Regulation

* Dark blue corridor: Baltic-Adriatic

* Green corridor: Mediterranean 

* Red corridor: North Sea ςBaltic

* Brown corridor: Orient/East ςMed

* Pink corridor: Scandinavian ς
Mediterranean 

* Orange corridor: Rhine- Alpine 

* Violetcorridor: North Sea ς
Mediterranean

* Light blue corridor: Rhine ςDanube 

* Yellow corridor: Atlantic 



* Rail interoperability could be enhanced by innovative solutions 

(i.e. on -board equipment and multi -gauge rail tracks).

* TENs should be developed through the creation of new transport 

infrastructure, the rehabilitation and upgrading of existing 

infrastructure and through measures promoting its resource -

efficient use.

* The infrastructure of the trans -European transport network 

consists of the infrastructure for

* railway transport,

* inland waterway transport,

* road transport,

* maritime transport,

* air transport and

* multimodal transport. 

Trans-European Transport 

Networks Regulation



Targets to be reached:

* Enhanced efficiency and effectiveness of transport by ensuring a 

better modal integration across the network, in terms of 

infrastructure, information flows and procedures.

* The trans-European transport network must ensure efficient multi -

modality in order to allow better and more sustainable modal choices 

to be made for passengers and freight and in order to enable large 

volumes to be consolidated for transfers over long distances.

* Make multimodality economically more attractive for passengers, 

users and freight forwarders 

Trans-European Transport 

Networks Regulation



*Urban transport systems are integral elements of the European 

transport system.

*Need for a transport system which provides seamless, high -

quality door -to-door mobility. 

*Adverse effects of transport on the climate, the environment 

and human health.

Urban Mobility Action Plan 

and Package



*The urban mobility package aims to create the right framework 

conditions that allow local authorities to implement local urban 

mobility strategies successfully. 

Specifically, the urban mobility package invites Member States 

to: 

* Conduct a careful analysis of the present and future performance of 

urban mobility in their territory, also in view of key EU policy goals; 

* Ensure that sustainable urban mobility plans are developed and 

implemented in their urban areas; and 

* Review the technical, policy -based, legal, financial, and other tools 

at the disposal of urban planning authorities. 

Urban Mobility Action Plan 

and Package



*White Paper 2001 - European transport policy for 2010: time 

to decide

Emphasised the need for managing transport growth by achieving 

a more balanced use of all transport modes.

*White Paper 2011 - Road Map to a Single European Transport 

Area ðTowards a competitive and resource efficient 

transport system

Aimed at developing a European transport system capable of 

modal shift towards friendlier modes of transport, revitalising 

railways, promoting sea and inland waterways based transport 

and controlling air transport growth. 

White paper on Transport



Intermodality for people ðCOM(2001)370

*òImprovements in passenger transport to make travelling 
conditions easier and facilitate modal transfers.ó

*òPassengers are put off using different modes of transport for a 
single journey - problems obtaining information and ordering 

tickets when the journey involves several transport companies or 

different means of transport.ó

Co-modality ðCOM(2006)314

*òEfficient use of different modes on their own and in combination 
will result in an optimal and sustainable utilization of resources.ó

White paper on Transport



Integrating rail transport into the internal market:

* Creating a genuine internal market in rail transport 

* Guaranteeing rail safety

* Making optimum use of the infrastructure 

* Modernization of services 

*òIn the new context of sustainable development, Community 
cofinancing should be redirected to give priority to rail, sea 

and inland waterway transport.ó

COM(2001)370

White paper on Transport



Improvement of living conditions in the region and bring competitiveness 

and development back in focus

4 pillars that depict SEE 2020 vision refer to: 

* integrated growth; deeper regional trade and investment linkages and 

policies enhancing the flow of goods, investment, services and persons 

* smart growth; commitment to compete on value added, promoting 

knowledge and innovation across the board 

* sustainable growth; enhancing competitiveness, entrepreneurship and a 

commitment to greener and more energy -efficient development 

* inclusive growth; skills development, employment creation and labour 

market participation by all, including vulnerable groups and minorities 

* governance for growth; improving the capacity of public administrations to 

strengthen the rule of law and reduce corruption to create a business -

friendly environment

The South East European (SEE)



The transport related targets set within SEE 2020 deal with:

* decrease of the cost of transport per unit of transport service for 

20%, and decrease in TEU transport costs to meet the EU average 

* improvement of transport infrastructure utilisation rates to over 40% 

of designed capacity 

* higher energy efficiency by decreasing energy consumption per unit 

of transport service by 20% and 

* increase railway/waterborne share to country specific targets to be 

defined in the national action plans and facilitate air transport. 

Aim is to ensure affordable , reliable and sustainable transport services , 

and at the same time making efficient use of resources, protecting the 

environment and reducing emissions. 

The South East European (SEE)



Directive 2008/50/EC on ambient 

air quality and cleaner air for 

Europe 

ôAir Quality Directiveõ (AQD)

* The Council Directive on ambient air quality and cleaner air for 

Europe (2008/50/EC)

* Measures for reducing pollution to levels that minimize harmful 

effects on human health and the environment

AQD makes a reference to the need of adopting measures to limit 

transport emissions through traffic planning and management



South-East Europe Cooperation 

Process (SEECP) 

Transform South-East Europe into a region of stability, security and 

cooperation

* in line with the European integration processes and

* through promotion of mutual dialogue and cooperation at all levels 

and in all areas of common interest.

Main document is the CHARTER on Good-Neighbor Relations, Stability, 

Security and Cooperation in South Eastern Europe

*òpromotion of comprehensive Programs for development of 
integrated regional transport infrastructure system , éconnecting the 

transport system of South -Eastern Europe region to Central and 

Western Europe by the construction of the relevant Pan -European 

Corridors.ó 



Roadmap for moving to a competitive 

low carbon economy in 2050

Looking beyond the 2020 objectives, to keep climate change below 

2ºC

* Plan to meet the long -term target of reducing domestic 

emissionsby 80 to 95% by mid-century 

* The key driver for this transition will be energy efficiency .


